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 Quebec, Cesneds, Februsry L, 1945
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RESTRICTED

N iSubject;v' Labredor=quebee boundary &s shown by maos
R ‘rlssued by the Government of Queoec :

The Honoxfabi'e

The Secretasry of Stete

Washington, D.G.

Sir:
Rec'd I have the ‘honor to refer to & lerge mep of the
Fob 8 _.Prov1nce of Quebec (16 miles to the inen) issued by
s " the Depaltment of Lanés and Forests of the Provines
ACTION : of Quebec in 1946, which has. recently been scquired
FUR . by this Consulateo This map shows &1l of the Penin-
e sula of Labrador (with the exception of =211 smell

islends off the btlantlc cosst therecf) as & part o

EDOVHOIS Tvira . .

f %ggo_ the -Province of Quebsc. The islands and s part of
: éﬁy . the coast of Newfoundland sre shown in whi te, as are
{m? - parts of other Cenadian provinces and of the United
56M ' Stetes. The verious parts of the Province of Quebec
QINES - are in colors, which distinguish thé counties and
'QEAb SUR other subdivisions one from another; the color .brown
NS BBO belng used for asll of central and no1the*n Quebec
' o and Lsbrador, which are together called on the map

',”Nauveau %uebec(Ungava)"

Acoardlng to a reliehle sources the last previouss
of the Province issued by the Prcvinplal Government
was dated 1940, snd showed Labrador in the same
menner:; maps»issued in 1914 end 1924 showed a boundasry
some 25 to 30 miles inlend from 'the Atlantic coast;
and s mep issued in 1927 showed the boundery az it
was f"Aﬂd by the Judicial Committee of the Prlvy
_Council in 1927. (Re Lsbrador Boundsry, Dominion Law
Reports, N.S., Vol, 2, 1927.) :

# In v1eW'of the current and fu*ure importance of
ir¢n ore in the Ungava reg zion, end of the faet thet
thie Province of Quebec is known to heve granted con-
cessiens to the Hollinger Nerth Shere Explorstion '
Compeny and others within the boundary ss fiked in
1927, it would appear to be worth while for the
Departunent te have & record sf the sbove information:
about maps issued by the Province of Quebec. The
Department hes been made aware of verious steps that
. . have been tsken by the Government of M, Duplessis to
' assert 1ts autonomy 8§a1n~t whet are referred to as

- . o . ./ encroechments -
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encroachments from Ottawa; and it is also well known

that his Government has been active in trying to at-

‘tract various industries to the Province of Quebec. ;
It is obvious that, if there were a sporting chance o
of obtaining the revenue from concessions in the ;
Ungave his Government would be glad to have it. That :
is speculative, end this Consulate has no reason to o
anticipate any moves in that direction; but the mat- i
ter mey bear watching et some time in the future, at !
which time 0ld meps would doubtless be referred to . ;
‘'gs evidence thet, since 1940, the Province of Quebec -
had cessed to accept the 1927 boundary. ' o

Incidentally, thé map of Ungava-Labrador in use
in the office of the Industrial Commissioner of the
City of Quebec, a copy of which was forwerded %0
the Embessy at Ottews by this Consulate's letter of
Januery 1k, 1949, shows the 1927 boundary. It &lso

- ghows thet concessions granted by the Province of
Quebec heve all been inside thet boundery.

As of possible use to the Depertment, there is
enclosed @ copy of the 1927 judgment of the Judicisl
Committee of the Privy Council, cited above. There
are copied below the two paragrephs in whieh the

~— Judicisl Committee summarized the contentions of the
Dominion of Cansde &nd of the Crown Colony of New-
foundland, respectively.

nat this point it is desirable to set out
the contentions of the two parties. The con-~
tention of the Dominion is thet the "coast™
which by the commission and Proclamation of
1763, as modified by the subsequent statutes,
was annexed to Newfoundlend, is "a strip of
meritime territory, extending from Cape Chidley

. at the entrance to Hudson Strait, to the eastern _ .
‘headland of the bay or harbour of Blanc Sablon ‘
on the Strait of Bellisle, and comprising,’ in
its depth inlend, only so much of the land im-
medigtely abutting on the sea, above low-water

- merk, as was accessible and useful to the British
fishermen annually resorting to thet coast in

~ the ordinary conduct of their fishing operations,

. for the purposes of "the open end free fishery”
extended to thet coamst by the Royal Proclameation
gnd carried on there end for those purposes only;"
but, recognizing thet it may be found impractic-
able to lay down such & line upon the land,.

. Cenada suggests "that the boundery be located as
& line to be drawn from the esstern headlend of
the bay or harbour of Blenc Sablon on the south
to Cape Chidley on the north st & distance from
high-water mark on the seacoast of the peninsula
of Labrador of one mile.

/ " On the
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, . "0n the other hand the contention of the
Colony of Newfoundland is thet the boundary

. should be "a line drswn due north from Ance

' Seblon as fer as the fifty-second degree of

~ North letitude, and should be traced from
thence northwsrds to Cape Ghldley along the

. erest of the watershed of the rivers flowing
1nto the Atlantie OCeano”

_ It hes been intimgted to me thats since it wes
-then known that there was some minerasl wealth in
the Ungava, end since the United Kingdon would have
control of such wealth in & Crown colony, the Judicisl
Committee mey have been influenced by thet fact in
arriving at itS'Judgment A careful perusal of the
. judgment, however,. appears to show & rigid adherence
N to documentary .evidence, and a closely knit srgument
thet,. tend %o rebut any such suspicion.

Raspectfully yours,

‘/M/iﬁiZ:Yf %;’”LL<?

jalton €. Ferris
Amerlcan Consul General

WCFerrls/fc
500/693/322
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